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Taunton River Watershed Study
Public Meeting, November 2007
Horsley Witten Group
Today’s Agenda
3:00 pm Introduction/Project Overview
3:15 pm Introduction to Group Discussion 
Activity 
3:30 pm Break up into Groups
4:10 pm Group Feedback 
4:40 pm Wrap-up
4:50 pm “Dot voting”
5:00 pm Adjourn 
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Taunton River Watershed Study 
Overview 
? Funded through a legislative earmark 
?Managed by Bridgewater State College
? Steering Committee: 
? Bridgewater State College’s Watershed 
Access Lab
? MA DCR, MA DEP, MA EOEEA
? The Nature Conservancy 
? SRPEDD, OCPC
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Taunton River Watershed Study 
Goal
To restore and maintain
a hydrologically and biologically connected
and integrated watershed system 
that will sustain healthy humans and wildlife.
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Two Phases to the Study
? Phase 1 - Data Gathering (Now)
? Gather information and data for a study of the 
Taunton River Watershed and 
? Begin to develop a long-term vision and 
strategy for the sustainable management of 
the Taunton River Watershed
? Phase 2 - Develop a Watershed 
Management Action Plan (Future)
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? Drinking Water Supply




?Help assess and evaluate critical 
management measures related to 
stormwater runoff, wastewater treatment 
and water supply.
?Help prioritize specific subwatersheds for 









? Insert map of subwatersheds
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Smart Growth and LID
? One case study of one municipality
? Examine how the adoption of smart growth 
practices in the municipality will enhance the 
quality of life and environmental health of that 
community 
? Successes to date and areas needing 
improvement (including recommendations for 
revisions in local By-Law, building codes, health 






? Priority areas of concern will be selected on the 
basis of natural (pre-existing), current, and 
future conditions
? Analysis will include the presence of rare 
species and other priority species habitat, 
natural communities, location within a water 
supply recharge area, open space, water quality 
characteristics, and other ecological functions.
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Habitat
?Outstanding attributes of the Taunton 
Watershed:
? Longest undammed coastal river in New 
England
? Over 154 bird species, 45 fish species, 360 plant 
species
? 3 globally rare plants, 1 globally rare fish
? Globally rare freshwater and brackish tidal marsh 
habitats
? Largest alewife run in the state
? Largest freshwater marsh system in MA
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Habitat
Hockomock Swamp    photo: Alison BowdenAlewife    photo: Tim Watts
Pygmy clubtail dragonfly    photo:  Fred SaintOurs
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Watershed Study –Phase II
Development of a Management Plan
1. Goals
2. Objectives
3. Background and Existing Conditions
4. Additional Data Collection and Analysis 
Needs




Goal:  Identifying and discussing 
your priority concerns for the 
watershed
Today’s Activity
?Group Activity and discussion















?Water loss from this watershed in sewer 
system ??
? Impervious cover preventing recharge ??
? Encroachment on wetlands ??
?Rapid growth ??
? Flooding ??
? Public Education/ Awareness ??
Horsley Witten Group




? Insert graphic of issues handout
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Break up into Groups
